
SUMTER COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 

SUBJECT: Public Hearing to Vacate a Portion of Right-of-Way of CR 647 N (Old Istachatta 

Green Settlement Road) (Staff recommends approval). 

REQUESTED ACTION: Approve Request to Vacate. 

 

  Work Session (Report Only) DATE OF MEETING: 10/26/2010 

  Regular Meeting  Special Meeting  

    

CONTRACT:  N/A Vendor/Entity:   

 Effective Date:  Termination Date:   

 Managing Division / Dept:  Planning 

 

BUDGET IMPACT:  

 Annual FUNDING SOURCE:  

 Capital EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT:  

 N/A  
 

HISTORY/FACTS/ISSUES: 

The following is the staff report regarding the request to vacate a portion of CR 647 N lying between 

Lots 78 and Lot 53 and a portion of Lot 52 to a point where the northerly extension of the west 

boundary of CR 657 would intersect with the portion of Lot 52 as per plat of River Retreats, recorded 

in Plat Book 3, Page 42, Public Records of Sumter County. 

 

 
Picture of Portion of CR 647 N Proposed to be Vacated. 



On August 12, 2010, the County received a Petition for Road Closing from Danny & Joyce Clay to 

vacate a portion of CR 647 N, as described above. 

 

The key issue in review of a Petition for Road Closing is to assure that no property is denied 

appropriate access after the closing of a road. 

 

Currently, this portion of CR 647 N provides access to Lots 53 and a portion of Lot 52 owned by 

Danny & Joyce Clay (Petitioners), Lot 78 owned by John & Lorena Marek, and by Parcel L24=022, 

owned by Richard & Carol Ann Hough.  Please see the attached map for reference. 

 

If this portion of CR 647 N is closed, then the Clay’s will continue to have access to CR 647 N with the 

reconfigured property lines. The Marek’s will continue to have access to CR 647 N and CR 657 with 

the reconfigured property lines.  The Hough property will no longer have access to CR 647 N. 

 

The Hough’s have filed a formal objection to the closing of CR 647 N.  In response to this objection, 

staff completed the following analysis. 

 

In addition to Parcel L24=022, the Hough’s also own Lot 79 within the River Retreats subdivision.  Lot 

79 is adjacent to L24=022 and is accessed by CR 657.  Due to the common ownership and the unified 

use of parcel L24=022 and Lot 79 within the River Retreats subdivision, the Hough’s could access their 

parcel L24=022 through Lot 79 (CR 657). 

 

Secondly, parcel L24=022 includes an easement, designated as a 911 Road SW 70
th
 Lane, to provide 

access to the property.  SW 70
th
 Lane is an unpaved privately maintained road.  The Houghs assert that 

given the condition of SW 70
th
 Lane, it is not a viable point of access to L24=022.  However, it is the 

private property owners responsibility to assure the condition of private roadways are suitable to 

provide access to their property.  The deed (Book 1408, Page 125-126, Public Records of Sumter 

County) reflecting this easement is attached. 

 

The request to close this portion of CR 647 N was previously addressed by the Board on July 19, 2005.  

At that time, the Board denied the request to close the portion of CR 647 N due to their finding that it 

was the Board’s policy to not “…vacate right-of-way that anyone needs or actually uses for access to 

their property.”  A copy of the minutes of this action is attached. 

 

In addition, on June 9, 2005, Circuit Court Judge Booth issued a Final Judgment in reference to a suite 

between William Berens (former owner of the Hough’s property) and John & Lorena Marek regarding 

the status of CR 647 N.  The Final Judgment deemed this portion of CR 647 N to be “…dedicated 

public right-of-way and should be open to use by the parties and the public for that purpose.” (Book 

1389, Page 413, Public Records Sumter County).  A copy of the Final Judgment is attached. 

 

It is staff’s opinion that the previous actions by the Board and Judge Booth in 2005 do not specifically 

preclude the ability of the current Board to vacate the portion of CR 647 N if it finds that appropriate 

access is maintained for all parties. 
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